THE    WISE    MEN    OF    GOTHAM

But first let us go back to the river, and look for the
body."

These twelve wise men went down to the river,
and searched every place where, during the day,
either of them had been, but no body was found,
which they bitterly bewailed, as it was deprived of
Christian burial. They then drew lots which of them
should inform the unfortunate widow of her dreadful
loss; and when he on whom the lot fell inquired of
the others to whose widow he should go, and no one
could tell him, they bewailed still more bitterly that
they could not discover which of their dear brothers
was lost.

It happened that at this time a gentleman from
the Court was passing, and seeing them in such
distress, asked the cause.

They said, "This morning twelve of us came down
to the river to fish, and one is missing, whom we
cannot find."

Then the gentleman said, "What \vill you give
me if I find your missing companion?" To which
they answered, that they would gladly give all the
money they had if he could restore their lost brother
to them.

He then made them stand in a row, and riding
along the back of them gave each such a smart cut
with his whip that they cried aloud with pain, and
as they did so he numbered them; but when he came
to the twelfth he thrashed him till he and all his

167